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President Roosevelt approve& yesterday"'(Sept. 2) an act providing that the 

United Rates ehall aid the States in wildlife-restaratfon projects. The act is to 
take effect July 1, 193s. 

The new law, sponsored by the General. Wildlife Federation and other con- 

servation groups, ia;Lthorizes appropriations equal to revenue dorived from Federal 

taxes on firearms, shells, and cartridges, for a Federal-State wildlife progr% 

Tax receipts in previous years indioate that the funds may total about $3,OOO,OoO 

annually. 

Wildlife-restoration projects to be fin&mad by the now funds will include 

the selection, acquisition, and development of <areas for wildlife and also re- 

search on wildlife-management problems. 

@nsfit.s of $ct $.o.inted~Out I 
Describing the act as w epoch m,&ing in the hisjofl~ of wildlife COnSeWation,@ 

- officials of the U. 6. Biologicel Survey pointed out the folloting outstanding 

features of the new'set-up: . 

Funds from Federal taxes on firearms and ammunition till foe the first time 

be available for improving wildlifa conditions. 

Bunting-license fees of participating States will be used solely for wild- 

life purposeSr 

Money.for the improvement of wildlife conditions will bo spont in accordant@ 

with a carefully planned program. 
I 

-> . . 3?1-3a _ 



Federal participation in wildlife-conservation measures is extend&d to'fhos 

involving resident and upland species, as ~011 as migrants. 

Cooperation bet6een Federal and State wiXU.fe officials till be tithered. 

The new progrczm also follows a recent movement advanced by Xra N. Wbrielson, Chir 

of'the Biological Sizrvoy, and approved by Secretary Wallace, for incrmsod coopera 

tion between Federal and State officials in matters affecting migratory-bird con- 

sorvation, 

Outstanding and ultimate benofit of the 9ew program will bo the restoration 

of land and w&er areas to tho uses of wildlife: Land; "the basis of all things", 

is essential to nny progr,o,m for the improvement of wildlife conditions. 
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: Editors: .Detailed and baokgrouna information follows. : 
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States Bec&ve Proportionate Shares 

The amount of the appropriations provided for in the new act that will be 

available for each State will depend on tho sizo of tho Stato and tha number of 

hunting liconsos sold there. After tho deduction of not more than S percent of 

tho total appropriation, for tho administration of tho act and for the acquisitior 

development, and maintenance of Federjl refuges, the remaining funds will be di- 
. 

vided In half. One half will be agortioned according to State areas, the other 

half according to Uting licenses sold. 

On the basis of a $3,OO'O,OOO total, it is estimated that each State would 

have available nearly 46 cents for each square mile within its boundaries and, 

according to the 1935 hunting license reports, more than 23 cents for each license 

sold. 
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Olot m0rs than $l&OOO, howevsr, is to bo made available to' aqy one State in 

a shear, and the act also provides for a mini- dlotment of $15,000. 

States !l!o Do Their Part 

States, aocording to the act, will cooperate by providing funds e@ to 

one-third of their Federal allotments, and by carrying on the projeats in accordmm 

with Federal standards. A Statots participation will follow its assent to the pro- 

visions of the act and also will &pond on its enactment of wildJ.if~conscrvation 

laws, %hich shall include a prohibition against the diversion of license fees paid 

by hunfars~ for any other purpose t&m the administration of kho State fish and game' 

department. 

Ponds allotted to any State that does not desire to avail itself of the 

benefits of the act and funds that are not spent or obligated during the period in 

which they are available may, according to authorization of the act, be made avail-. 

able for 0orrying out the provisions of the Federal Migratory Bird Conservation.Act. 

This act provides for the establishment and maintenance of Federal bird refuges. 

JQghway Act Pointed Road to New Program 

!f!he enlarged Federal wildlife program has boon laid out in a manner similar 

to that provided by the Podoral Highway Act, and the process of administering the 
l 

new ayt is similar to that provod effootive in carrying out the Fedoral-State road 
I 

program. 

The new measure is considered to a great extent an outcome of tho North 

American Wildlife Conference which was called in Washington in February 1936 by 

mesident Poosevelt and which resulted in the organisation of the General wildlife 

'Federation, ,, 



Xn his fnvitntion to the confer&ce, the Prkident expmssod the hope %hat 

from it will come constructive yroposaJ$ for concroto aotion; that through those 

proposals existing Stoto and Fodor,oJ. g&crnmental agoncios and conservation groups 

ccan work cooperatively for tho common @od.s 

Outstanding among the rcsulting:~proposols for concroto actionIt has boon 

that advocating a Federal grent-in-aid to the Stafos, A major objoctivo of the 

Gonoral Wildlifo Federation, it has also been-sponsored by many other conservation 

organizations. In reporting tho bill, the &n&o Special Committoo on,Conscrva- 

tion of Wildlife Rosourco~ said: 

"The provisions of this bill have beon ondcrsod in principle by: The 

General Wildlife Fedoration, the Isa& Walton League of Amtzrica, tho International 

Association of Fish and Game Commissioners, tho Wostern Association of Fish and 

Game Commissioners, the American Wildlife Institute, More Gm-10 Birds in &mica, 

New England Fish and Game Conferonce, the administrators of the conservation do- 

patinonts of 39 States, the Goneral Federation of Womenrs Clubs, the Garden Clubs 

of America, and other conservation groups, agencies, and individuals throughout 

the country.s 
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